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Abstract: The key purposes of the current study are to profile the high frequency words and identify key words 

in English newspaper that are of special importance for reading newspapers. The data are extracted from a 

small corpus amounting of 198,742 words, compiled from newspaper online in general, business, and sports 

section of Thailand and the program “WordSmith Tool” was used to analyze English Newspaper in this corpus. 

In the analysis, the vocabularies were analyzed and identified the high frequency words and key words that were 

most likely to occur in specialized term. The findings revealed that the high frequency words were “the”, “to”, 

“be”, “in”, and “and”. In addition, the most frequently key words used in the corpus are more nouns and the 

most five frequent key words were “year”, “police”, “people”, “time”, and “national”. It is hoped that this 

study could enhance the study of English newspaper and support learning of reading English newspaper.  

Keywords: high frequency words, English newspaper, corpus-based study   

1. Introduction 

In the world today, reading is one of the most accepted and substantial ways of learning other languages. 

One primary kind of reading materials is newspaper. Newspaper is regarded as one of the most accepted sources 

of knowledge, forwarding news, entertainment and ideas for the readers. Besides, newspaper conveys news and 

information to a considerable number of readers in very short time because of its functions which speaks to their 

readers in their readers’ language (Photi-on, 1997 and Macalister, 2001). Thus, people could apply them as a 

basic source for forwarding various sorts of skills and knowledge.   

Further, newspaper is much used in reading courses for promoting reading skills and expanding lexical 

knowledge (Hwang & Nation, 1989).  Hwang and Nation (1989) also stated the three reasons for using 

newspaper in classroom that it is easy and cheap to access both in hard copy and online version.  Moreover, it is 

an authentic material that is generally read by the native speakers and it also serves large alternatives for 

interesting topics that learners or teachers could select reading texts. Lastly, it is not only a good way of brushing 

up old vocabulary but also a great way of learning new vocabulary from context.  

Although reading is emphasized in EFL courses for Thai learners, they still have a trouble with vocabulary 

that is essential to help them understand their text. As suggested by Read (2000) that vocabulary is a word or a 

group of word combination in order to make a language that provides a grammatical and lexical function in both 

spoken and written texts. Thus, vocabulary is very meaningful to help EFL learners to comprehend the language 

(Krashen & Terrell, 1983; Krashen, 1989; Leki & Carson, 1994). In addition, a large vocabulary can assist 

learners in learning a language since the more vocabulary know, the better they understand what they read 

(Meara, 1996 and Nation, 2001).  

Consequently, the analysis of the current study covers English Newspaper and the main reason for 

undertaking this study is to simplify reading English newspaper comprehension by building up familiarity with 

English newspaper key words and the findings may be developed further to be used as EFL material for reading 

English newspaper.   
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Research Objectives 

The objectives of the current study are as follows: 

1. To profile the high frequency words in English newspaper online version. 

2. To identify the key words made up a specialized vocabulary of newspaper text. 

2. Procedures 

2.1. Corpora The Source of Data for the Corpus 

The Source of Data for the English Newspaper Corpus (ENC) analysis is the online news articles from the 

general, business, and sports section of the Nation Newspaper during the period of one month from August 1st to 

August 31st, 2017. The total numbers of news articles were 422 files and the total number of tokens or running 

word were 198,742 words.  

2.2. Procedures and Data Analysis  

The research procedures of this study consisted of eight steps in order to profile the English Newspaper 

Corpus (ENC). The method of data analysis can be illustrated in Figure 1 which are relevant to how data were 

investigated and how to create a selection of texts in order to achieve the top 30 most frequently occurring word 

list.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 1. Research Procedures 

As shown in Figure 1, there are seven important steps to design the ENC of the study as follows: 

Step 1: The news articles in HTML (online) 

To achieve the data, the news articles in the general, business, and sports section of the online version were 

applied as significant data for this study. The news articles were collected for a period of one month from 

August 1st to August 31st, 2017. 
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Step 2: Inserting text into Microsoft Word 

Thereafter gaining the data in HTML format, the online texts from the general, business, and sports news 

articles were inserted into “Microsoft Word” as a word document (*doc) and the total of news articles were 422 

files. 

Step 3: Checking the errors and spelling 

The checking of the errors and spellings of the words analysis were checked before adopting texts into the 

analyzing program by this step. 

Step 4: Converting news articles into plain text (*.txt) 

After checking of the errors and spellings in word documents (*doc) then we saved all news articles as plain 

texts in order to make the analyzing program better.  

Step 5: WordSmith Tools Version 6 

All news articles were inserted into the “WordSmith Tools Version 6” (Scott, 2012) for analyzing the most 

frequent words in the English Newspaper Corpus (ENC). 

Step 6: Getting High Frequency Words 

After inserting all news articles into the “WordSmith Tools Version 6”, the program was given the high 

frequency words in the text files. 

Step 7: Classifying the Key Words in Newspaper 

After getting the most frequently words of the English Newspaper Corpus (ENC), the frequency words list 

was eyed by applying the Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary manually to classify the key words. Later, the 

top 30 most frequently occurring key words were achieved. 

3. Results  

As mentioned above, the current study aimed to investigate high frequency words and key words thus 

English news article in an online version during the period of one month were chosen as a significant input for 

this study. The information of the current corpus is shown in Table 1. 

TABLE I: General Statistic of Each File 

 General Sports Business Total 

No. of articles 150 151 121 422 

No. of tokens 86,992 69,004 42,746 198,742 

Word types 8,529 6,837 5,479 20,845 

According to Table I, the token running words of each file were 86,992 for general, 69,004 for sports, and 

42,746 for business. The general file had the highest number of token words while the business file had the 

smallest number of tokens. As for word types, the general file also had the highest number of the different word 

types (8,529) whereas the business file had the smallest number of different word types.  
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TABLE II: The Top 30 MOST frequently words in Enc corpus 

Rank Word F Rank Word F 

1 THE  10,995 16 HE  1,094 

2 TO  4,909 17 AS  977 

3 BE  3,903 18 I  952 

4 IN  3,813 19 FROM  886 

5 AND  3,809 20 IT  840 

6 OF  3,400 21 WILL 722 

7 A  3,384 22 HIS  662 

8 HAVE 1,847 23 THIS  567 

9 ON 1,751 24 BUT 543 

10 FOR  1,709 25 YEAR  499 

11 SAID  1,468 26 HER  473 

12 THAT  1,278 27 AFTER  468 

13 WITH  1,272 28 WE  438 

14 BY  1,215 29 UP  434 

15 AT  1,169 30 WHICH  417 

Total of frequency of occurrences 55,894 

Total of % of text coverage 37.68% 

Table II presents the list of the top 30 frequently words of the ENC. The total of frequency of occurrences in 

Table II was calculated from the 1st rank to 30th rank. There was a total of 55,894 of the entire corpus that is 

accounted for 37.68% of text coverage. It can be seen that high frequency words in this corpus were function 

words such as article, preposition, verb to be, and conjunctions.  From the list, the top five high frequency words 

were “the”, “to”, “be”, “in”, and “and”. For the verb to be in the ENC, “was” appeared 1,236 times, “is” 985 

times, “be” 855 times, “are” 392 times, “been” 319 times, and “being” 116 times.     

On the contrary, there are less content words frequently in this corpus. For instance, “year” that was the 

highest frequency content word in the corpus occurred 686 times at the 38th rank. The next most frequent 

content word was “police” with 363 times of occurrences  at the 51st rank and the third most frequent content 

word was “people” appearing 315 times at the 56th rank. 

TABLE III: The Top 30 MOST frequently key words in Enc corpus 

R Word F R Word F 

1 YEAR  686 16 COUNTRY  149 

2 POLICE 363 17 OFFICE  143 

3 PEOPLE 315 18 TITLE  141 

4 TIME 305 19 WEEK  140 

5 NATIONAL  282 20 COURT  138 

6 NEW  281 21 FORMER  137 

7 WORLD  272 22 ORDER  136 

8 GOVERNMENT 270 23 NUMBER  135 

9 FINAL  202 24 BUSINESS  130 

10 BACK  199 25 TOURNAMENT  126 

11 MILLION  165 26 GENERAL  125 

12 MINISTER  164 27 WORK  123 

13 ROUND  163 28 INTERNATIONAL 122 

14 PROJECT  159 29 GROUP  120 

15 PUBLIC  155 30 MATCH 111 

Total of frequency of occurrences 5,957 

Total of % of text coverage 3.44 % 
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From the data shown in Table III, it can be seen that the top 30 most frequently occurring key words 

accounted for only 3.44% of the text coverage. Besides, the above data illustrated that the parts of speech of 

most key words in the ENC were “noun” and the rest are “adjective” and “verb”.  Still, some words can be use 

both as noun and adjective, and as noun and verb such as “public” and “work” 

4. Conclusion 

The current study was carried out with the following purposes: to profile high frequency words of the 

English newspaper from the Nation (online version), and to collect the key words most frequently occur in the 

English Newspaper Corpus. Two purposes were posed and the answers to these purposes are given as follows. 

Research Purpose 1: To profile the high frequency words in the field of English newspaper 

To accomplish the purpose, we gathered 422 news articles from online version of the Nation Newspaper 

which is one of popular newspaper in Thailand during August 1st to August 31st, 2017. We collected the online 

news articles from the general, business, and sports section then saved them into “Microsoft Word”. Before the 

“WordSmith Tools Version 6” was used to classify the most frequent words and key words of English 

Newspaper Corpus (ENC), all files were converted into the plain text (*.txt) texts in order to make the analyzing 

program effectively. The concordancing software “WordSmith Tools Version 6” was applied. This 

concordancing software was used to see how words behave in texts. It was used in order to make the word 

frequency lists of news articles files by using the Wordlists Tool that offered both alphabetical and frequency 

order of the words in the texts files. The total corpus was 198,742 tokens or running words and the number of 

word types was 20,845. From the analysis of the study, the top 30 most frequently occurring words of the 

English Newspaper Corpus (ENC) was obtained. It was found that high frequency words in the corpus were 

article, preposition, verb to be, and conjunctions. For example, the top five frequency words were “the”, “to”, 

“be”, “in”, and “and”. 

Research Purpose 2: To identify the key words made up a specialized vocabulary of newspaper text 

After obtaining the top 30 most frequently occurring words, the top 30 key words were obtained (Table III). 

It was found that key words accounted for only 3.44%of the text coverage. It was found that key words were 

“noun” and the rest are “adjective” and “verb” in addition to a few of these words could be used both as noun 

and adjective, and as noun and verb such as “public” and “work”. Moreover, it can be seen that the key words of 

English newspaper appeared less frequent than the function words; however, the key words are still essential to 

leaners who want to reach in reading English newspaper texts.   

To conclude, the current study reveals that a corpus-based study and the use of concordance software could 

be a practical tool for developing resources as input to reading materials in ESP courses. Nowadays, it is easier 

for material writers or course designers to improve materials and provide more fruitful resources than in the past 

because of the availability of computers, the Internet, and concordance programs. 
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